
Declaration of Principles on Equality 2008 The Equal Rights Trust

1

SIGNATORIES TO THE DECLARATION 
OF PRINCIPLES ON EQUALITY

Raza Ahmad (Pakistan), Development professional, Lahore

Ludmilla Alekseeva (Russia), Chair, Moscow Helsinki Group, 
Moscow

Robin Allen (UK), Equality Expert – Barrister, London

Sue Ashtiany (UK), Partner, Nabarro; Trustee, The Equal 
Rights Trust, London

Fateh Azzam (Palestine), Regional Representative for the 
Middle East, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights; Chairman, Board of Trustees, Arab Human 	
Rights Fund, Beirut

Károly Bárd (Hungary), Professor of Law; Chair, Human 
Rights Program, Central European University, Budapest

Maggie Beirne (Ireland/UK), Human rights and conflict 
resolution expert, London

Christine Bell (Ireland/UK), Professor of Public 
International Law; Co-Director, Transitional Justice Institute, 
University of Ulster, Londonderry

Mark Bell (UK), Professor of Law, University of Leicester, 
Leicester

Slim Ben Achour (France), Head of the “For equal treatment, 
against discriminations” commission of the Syndicat des 
Avocats de France (SAF), Paris
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Tapan Kumar Bose (Nepal), Secretary General, South Asia 
Forum for Human Rights; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, 
Kathmandu

Kevin Boyle (Ireland), Professor, Department of Law and 
Human Rights Centre, University of Essex, Colchester

Charlotte Bunch (USA), Executive Director, Center for 
Women’s Global Leadership, Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey, New Brunswick, N.J.

Ung Bunthan (Cambodia), Consultant, Cambodian League 
for the Promotion and Defence of Human Rights (LICADHO), 
Phnom Penh

Claude Cahn (France), Head of Advocacy Unit, Centre on 
Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE), Geneva

Suhas Chakma (India), Director, Asian Centre for Human 
Rights, New Delhi

Shami Chakrabarti (UK), Director, Liberty; Trustee, The 
Equal Rights Trust, London

Tufyal Choudhury (UK), Lecturer in Law, University of 
Durham, Durham 

Boris Cilevičs  (Latvia), Member of Parliament of Latvia; 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Rights of Minorities of 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Riga

Jarlath Clifford (Ireland), Legal Officer, The Equal Rights 
Trust, London

Barbara Cohen (UK), Discrimination law consultant, London

Bob Collins (UK), Chief Commissioner, Equality Commission 
for Northern Ireland, Belfast
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Andrea Coomber (Australia/UK), Legal Practice Director, 
Interights, London

Mary Coussey (UK), Equality and diversity consultant, 
Cambridge

Maja Daruwala (India), Director, Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative, New Delhi

Olivier De Schutter (Belgium), United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the right to food; Professor in the University 
of Louvain (UCL) and College of Europe (Natolin) Faculté de 
Droit, Louvain

Yuri Dzhibladze (Russia), President, Centre for the 
Development of Democracy and Human Rights, Moscow

Salim Ebrahim (South Africa), Advocate, Johannesburg

Joy Ngozi Ezeilo (Nigeria), Founding Director, Women Aid 
Collective (WACOL); United Nations Special Rapporteur on 
trafficking in persons, especially women and children, Enugu

Li Fangping (China), Human rights lawyer, Public Interest 
Law Project, Beijing 

Ivan Fišer (UK), Research and Advocacy Director, The Equal 
Rights Trust, London

Willy Fautré (Belgium), Director, Human Rights Without 
Frontiers Int., Brussels

Sandra Fredman (South Africa/UK), Professor of Law, 
Oxford University, Oxford

José Manuel Fresno García (Spain), Executive Director, 
Fundación Luis Vives, Madrid
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Roberto Gargarella (Argentina), Professor of Constitutional 
Law, University of Torcuato di Tella, Buenos Aires

Konstanty Gebert (Poland), Publisher, Midrasz, Warsaw

Alejandro Becerra Gelóver  (Mexico), Director, Outreach 
and International Affairs, National Council for the Prevention 
of Discrimination, Mexico City

Dharam Ghai (Kenya), Former Director, United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development, Geneva

Jenny E. Goldschmidt (The Netherlands), Professor in 
Human Rights Law; Director of the Netherlands Institute for 
Human Rights (SIM), Utrecht

James A. Goldston (USA), Executive Director, Open Society 
Justice Initiative, New York

Richard Goldstone (South Africa), Former Justice, 
Constitutional Court of South Africa, Johannesburg

Colin Gonsalves (India), Founding Director  Director, Human 
Rights Law Network, New Delhi

Stefanie Grant (UK), Expert in international human rights 
law; Practicing lawyer, Harrison Grant Solicitors, London

Thomas Hammarberg (Sweden), Council of Europe 
Commissioner on Human Rights, Strasbourg 

Julia Harrington (USA), Senior Legal Officer, Equality and 
Citizenship Program, Open Society Justice Initiative, New 
York

Wade Henderson (USA), President & CEO, Leadership 
Conference on Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.  
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Bob Hepple (UK), Chair of the Board, The Equal Rights Trust, 
London

Rachel Hurst (UK), Director, Disability Awareness in Action; 
former member of the World Council of Disabled People’s 
International, London

Okechukwu Ibeanu (Nigeria), United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and 
dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the 
enjoyment of human rights, Nsukka

Surat Ikramov (Uzbekistan), Chair, Initiative Group of 
Independent Human Rights Defenders of Uzbekistan, 
Tashkent

Margarita Ilieva (Bulgaria), Deputy-Chairperson and 
Director of Legal Programmes, Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 
Sofia 

Tolekan Ismailova (Kyrgyzstan), Director, Human Rights 
Centre “Citizens against Corruption”, Bishkek

Ivan Ivanov (Bulgaria/Belgium), Executive Director, 
European Roma Information Office, Brussels

P. Imrana Jalal (Fiji Islands), Human Rights Advisor, Pacific 
Regional Rights Resource Team (RRRT), Suva

Juan Fernando Jaramillo Pérez (Colombia), Member 
of DeJuSticia and professor of the National University of 
Colombia, Bogotá

Sidney Jones (Indonesia), Senior Advisor, Asia Program, 
International Crisis Group, Jakarta

Lu Jun (China), Director, Beijing Yirenping Center, Beijing
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András Kádár (Hungary), Attorney-at-law; Co-chair of the 
Hungarian Helsinki Committee, Budapest

Walter Kälin (Switzerland), Professor of Law at Bern 
University; Representative of the Secretary-General on the 
human rights of internally displaced persons, Bern

Krassimir Kanev (Bulgaria), Chair, Bulgarian Helsinki 
Committee, Sofia

Francesca Klug (UK), Professorial Research Fellow, London 
School of Economics, London

Csilla Kollonay Lehoczky (Hungary), Professor of Law, 
Central European University; Member of the European 
Committee of Social Rights at the Council of Europe, 
Budapest

Mark Lattimer (UK), Executive Director, Minority Rights 
Group International, London

Eileen Lavery (UK), Head of Strategic Enforcement, Equality 
Commission for Northern Ireland,  Belfast 

Alice M. Leonard (UK), Formerly Head of Strategic Law 
Enforcement, Equal Opportunities Commission of Great 
Britain, Bath

Anthony Lester (UK), Member of the House of Lords; 
Founding Chair of The Equal Rights Trust, London

Oliver Lewis (Hungary/UK), Executive Director, Mental 
Disability Advocacy Center, Budapest

Claire L’Heureux-Dubé (Canada), Former justice of the 
Supreme Court of Canada; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, 
Québec City
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Bengt Lindqvist (Sweden), Former United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on Disability; Former Cabinet Minister in 
Sweden, Stockholm

Scott Long (USA), Director, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Rights Program, Human Rights Watch, New York

Janet Love (South Africa), Human rights activist, 
Johannesburg

Tiyanjana Maluwa (Malawi/USA), Professor of Law 
and Director, Pennsylvania State University School of 
International Affairs, University Park, P.A.

Christopher McCrudden (UK), Professor of Human Rights 
Law, Oxford University, Oxford

Gay J. McDougall (USA), United Nations Independent 
Expert on minority issues; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, 
Washington, D.C.

Juan E. Méndez (Argentina), President, International Center 
for Transitional Justice, New York

Jessica Montell (Israel), Executive Director, B’Tselem, 
Jerusalem

Gay Moon (UK), Equality and diversity expert, London

Tafadzwa Ralph Mugabe (Zimbabwe), Project Manager, 
Human Rights Defenders, Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights, Harare

Lawrence M. Mute (Kenya), Commissioner, Kenya National 
Commission on Human Rights, Nairobi
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Niraj Nathwani (Austria), Programme Manager, European 
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Vienna

Aryeh Neier (USA), President, Open Society Institute, New 
York 

Bob Niven (UK), Board Member, Office of the Public 
Guardian; former Chief Executive of the British Disability 
Rights Commission; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, London

Manfred Nowak (Austria), United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment; Professor of International Human 
Rights Protection, University of Vienna, Vienna

Colm O’Cinneide (Ireland), Senior Lecturer in Law, 
University College London, London

Chidi Anselm Odinkalu (Nigeria), Director, Africa 
Programme, Open Society Justice Initiative, Abuja

Michael O’Flaherty (Ireland), Professor of Applied Human 
Rights, University of Nottingham; Member of the United 
Nations Human Rights Committee, Nottingham

Wiktor Osiatyński (Poland), Professor of Comparative 
Constitutionalism and Human Rights, Central European 
University, Warsaw

Norani Othman (Malaysia), Professor of Sociology at UKM, 
the National University of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur

Ostalinda Maya Ovalle (Spain/Mexico), Women’s Rights 
Officer, European Roma Rights Centre, Budapest

John Packer (Canada/UK), Professor of Law, Director, 
Human Rights Centre, University of Essex, Colchester
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Fiona Palmer (Belgium/UK), European discrimination law 
expert, Brussels

Katherine Perks (UK), Legal Researcher, The Equal Rights 
Trust, London

Dimitrina Petrova (Bulgaria), Executive Director, The Equal 
Rights Trust, London

Sonia Picado (Costa Rica), President, Inter-American 
Institute of Human Rights; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, 
San Jose

Vadim Poleshchuk (Estonia), Legal Information Centre for 
Human Rights, Tallinn

Patricia Prendiville (Ireland), Executive Director, ILGA 
Europe (The European Region of the International Gay and 
Lesbian Association), Brussels

Ali Seedo Rasho (Iraq), President, Yezidi Cultural 
Association, Mosul

Roger Raupp Rios (Brazil), Federal Judge; Professor of 
Constitutional Law, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul

Edwin Rekosh (USA), Executive Director, Public Interest Law 
Institute, New York

Rudi Muhammad Rizki (Indonesia), United Nations 
Independent Expert on human rights and international 
solidarity; Senior Lecturer in Human Rights Law, Faculty of 
Law, Padjadjaran University, Bandung

Nigel Rodley (UK), Professor of Law, Chair, Human Rights 
Centre, University of Essex, Colchester
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Peter R. Rodrigues (The Netherlands), Head of Research 
and Documentation, Anne Frank House, Amsterdam

Michael Rubenstein (UK), Publisher, Rubenstein Publishing 
(Equal Opportunities Review); Trustee, The Equal Rights 
Trust, London

Daniel Sabbagh (France), Senior Research Fellow, Centre 
d’études et de recherches internationales, Paris

Nevena Vučković Šahović (Serbia), Member of the United 
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child; President of 
the Child Rights Centre, Belgrade

Magdalena Sepúlveda Carmona (Chile), United Nations 
Independent Expert on the question of human rights and 
extreme poverty, Geneva

Anna Sevortian (Russia), Deputy Director, Centre for the 
Development of Democracy and Human Rights, Moscow

Gulnara Shahinian (Armenia), United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on Contemporary forms of slavery, Yerevan

Theodore Shaw (USA), Professor of Professional Practice, 
Columbia Law School; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, New 
York 

Ivan Shearer (Australia), Vice-Chairperson, United Nations 
Human Rights Committee; Emeritus Professor of Law, 
University of Sydney, Sydney

Dinah Shelton (USA), Manatt/Ahn Professor of International 
Law, The George Washington University Law School, 
Washington, D.C.

Linos-Alexander Sicilianos (Greece), Rapporteur of the 
United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD), Athens
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Veronika Szente Goldston (USA), Advocacy Director for 
Europe and Central Asia, Human Rights Watch, New York

Erika Szyszczak (UK), Professor of European Law and 
Labour Law, University of Leicester, Leicester

Sylvia Tamale (Uganda), Professor and Dean, Faculty of Law, 
Makerere University; Trustee, The Equal Rights Trust, Kampala

Wilder Tayler (Uruguay), Deputy Secretary-General, 
International Commission of Jurists; Member of the United 
Nations Sub-Committee on the Prevention of Torture, Geneva

José Thompson (Costa Rica), Director, Centre for Electoral 
Assistance and Promotion, Inter-American Institute of 
Human Rights, San Jose

Patrick Thornberry (UK), Professor of International Law, 
Keele University; Fellow of Kellogg College, University of 
Oxford, Keele

Henri Tiphagne (India), Lawyer and Executive Director, 
People’s Watch, Madurai, Tamil Nadu

Paola Uccellari (UK), Parliamentary Legal Officer, the 
Odysseus Trust, London

Theo Van Boven (The Netherlands), Professor of 
International Law, University of Maastricht, Maastricht

Waldo Villalpando (Argentina), Professor of Law, UCEL, 
Buenos Aires

Lisa Waddington (The Netherlands), European Disability 
Forum Chair in European Disability Law, Maastricht 
University, Maastricht
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Renate Weber (Romania), Member of the European 
Parliament (Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe), Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs, Bucharest/Brussels

David Weissbrodt (USA), Professor of Law, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN
            
Roman Wieruszewski (Poland), Director, Poznań Human 
Rights Centre, Institute of Legal Studies, Warsaw

John Wrench (UK/Norway), Professor at the Centre for 
Migration and Refugee Studies, NTNU Social Research, 
Trondheim

Wan Yanhai (China), Director, Beijing AIZHIXING Institute of 
Health Education, Beijing

The following organisations have welcomed and expressed 
their support for the Declaration of Principles on Equality: 

Discrimination Lawyers’ Association (UK), Equality 
Commission for Northern Ireland, European Roma 

Information Office, Human Rights First, Human Rights Law 
Network (India), ILGA Europe (The European Region of the 

International Gay and Lesbian Association), 
INTERIGHTS – the International Centre for the Legal 

Protection of Human Rights, Mental Disability Advocacy 
Centre, National Council for the Prevention of Discrimination 

(CONAPRED), Mexico.
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